
Hold On To Your Butt
Closing the Butt Life Cycle



Surfridervan 2016
-Monthly beach cleanups

-Monthly NOAA transects 

-Monthly volunteer 
meetings

-Straws Suck campaign

-Hold On To Your Butt 
Campaign



Straws Suck
A foot in the door to 
Vancouver restaurants.

Simple Ask:

1. Switch to available 
on request.

2. Switch from plastic 
to paper straws.





Location Date Count

Wreck Beach Jan 17, 2015 1460 cigarette butts

Jericho Beach Feb 21, 2015 143 cigarette butts

English Bay Beach May 16, 2015 251 cigarette butts

Kitsilano Beach Jun 06, 2015 316 cigarette butts

Wreck Beach Jul 18, 2015 900 cigarette butts

Jericho Beach Aug 15, 2015 64 cigarette butts

Kitsilano Beach Sept 15, 2015 141 cigarette butts

Jericho Beach Nov 22, 2015 25 cigarette butts

English Bay Beach Dec 19, 2015 350 cigarette butts

Wreck Beach Jan 16, 2016 620 cigarette butts

Cigarette Butts are the #1 type of trash on Vancouver Beaches



Getting Started...
1. Walk before you 

run

2. Put together a 
strategy.

3. Talk to 
stakeholders, 
learn, revise.





Quantitative 
Research
1. Literature review.

2. What have others 
done in the past? 

3. Creates “Keystone” 
content.

4. Drives Education & 
Awareness







Qualitative Research
Talk to smokers.

Talk to NGOs.

Talk to local 
government.

Talk to federal 
government.



The B.H.A.G.
Our Big Hairy 
Audacious Goal…

To get a 5 cent 
deposit on every 
cigarette butt 
sold.

Just like beer cans, 
pop bottles and 
other refundables.



Bringing People Together



Calls to Action...
1. Show the 

problem.

2. Present the 
solution.

3. Make it easy to 
take action.



What’s Next?
1. Online petition for BC 

legislation

2. Announce & Leverage 
Partners

3. Call for more volunteers

4. Pocket Ashtray 
Outreach


