
The	
  Surfrider	
  Founda/on’s	
  volunteer-­‐
run,	
  water	
  quality	
  monitoring,	
  

educa/on	
  and	
  advocacy	
  program.	
  	
  	
  
	
  



Nuts	
  &	
  Bolts	
  
•  Test	
  ocean	
  &	
  bay	
  beaches	
  and	
  freshwater	
  
sources	
  
– Creek	
  &	
  river	
  mouths	
  
– Stormwater	
  discharge	
  	
  
– Upper	
  watershed	
  sites	
  
	
  

•  Enterococcus	
  Bacteria	
  –	
  an	
  indicator	
  of	
  fecal	
  
pollu/on,	
  used	
  by	
  govt.	
  run	
  beach	
  programs	
  to	
  
issue	
  swim	
  advisories	
  

•  IDEXX	
  Enterolert/Quan/tray	
  Sealer	
  method	
  



2014	
  
	
  



Models	
  of	
  Opera/on	
  

•  Chapter	
  maintained	
  labs	
  oOen	
  using	
  borrowed	
  
space	
  from	
  local	
  partners	
  
– Other	
  local	
  env	
  groups,	
  aquariums,	
  universi/es	
  

•  Collect	
  samples	
  for	
  partner	
  organiza/ons	
  &	
  
help	
  communicate	
  data	
  
– State	
  &	
  local	
  beach	
  programs,	
  &	
  other	
  watershed	
  
groups	
  

•  School	
  &	
  youth	
  programs	
  









Easy	
  to	
  Share	
  Date	
  from	
  BWTF	
  website	
  











Program	
  Growth	
  

•  New	
  labs:	
  4	
  in	
  2014,	
  5	
  in	
  2015	
  
•  Exis/ng	
  labs	
  expanding	
  their	
  programs	
  
– Adding	
  more	
  beaches	
  &	
  freshwater	
  sources	
  	
  
– Tes/ng	
  more	
  frequently	
  
–  Inves/ga/ng	
  sources	
  of	
  pollu/on/	
  Watershed	
  
studies	
  

– 89%	
  of	
  2014	
  increase	
  in	
  test	
  results:	
  Santa	
  Cruz,	
  
SLO,	
  Kaua’i,	
  Rincon,	
  ELI	
  &	
  San	
  Mateo	
  County	
  



Santa	
  Cruz:	
  Clean	
  Up	
  Cowell’s	
  Beach	
  

•  BWTF	
  program	
  started	
  in	
  1993	
  
•  Cowell	
  Beach	
  :	
  Beach	
  Bummer	
  List	
  for	
  5	
  years	
  
•  Watershed	
  Study	
  up	
  San	
  Lorenzo	
  River	
  
•  Cowell	
  Beach	
  Working	
  Group	
  
	
  



Rincon,	
  PR:	
  Preguntaguas	
  
•  Collabora/on	
  with	
  UPR	
  
&	
  CARICOOS	
  

•  Increase	
  public	
  health	
  
monitoring	
  at	
  NW	
  
Puerto	
  Rico	
  beaches	
  

•  Added	
  7	
  new	
  sites	
  (22	
  
total)	
  &	
  increased	
  
sampling	
  to	
  2x/week	
  in	
  
core	
  area	
  

•  Impact	
  of	
  weather	
  &	
  
currents	
  on	
  bacterial	
  
contamina/on	
  

	
  



Kaua’i	
  BWTF:	
  Post	
  Signs	
  



Increased	
  awareness	
  &	
  credibility	
  of	
  
BWTF	
  data	
  

•  OR	
  BWTF	
  contribu/ng	
  
to	
  TMDL	
  data	
  sets	
  &	
  
management	
  planning	
  

•  WA	
  BWTF	
  &	
  State	
  &	
  
County	
  Beach	
  Programs	
  

•  Data	
  posted	
  on	
  other	
  
websites	
  	
  



Blue	
  Water	
  Task	
  Force	
  	
  

•  Ac/va/ng	
  volunteers	
  
•  Educa/ng	
  students	
  
•  Grooming	
  future	
  leaders	
  
•  Building	
  community	
  awareness	
  of	
  water	
  
quality	
  issues	
  

•  Building	
  chapter	
  credibility	
  &	
  legi/macy	
  
•  Forming	
  partnerships	
  
•  Iden/fying	
  sources	
  of	
  pollu/on	
  
•  Advoca/ng	
  for	
  solu/ons	
  



What	
  does	
  a	
  chapter	
  need	
  to	
  start	
  a	
  
BWTF	
  program?	
  

•  Purpose	
  or	
  Program	
  Goal	
  
•  Approx	
  $7,000.00,	
  $10-­‐12/sample	
  
•  Lab	
  space	
  
•  Volunteers	
  to	
  cover	
  sampling	
  &	
  labwork	
  
•  Data	
  plan	
  



Future	
  Direc/ons,	
  Goals	
  &	
  Needs	
  
•  Increased	
  data	
  sharing	
  through	
  on-­‐line	
  
plaiorms	
  

•  Bejer	
  engagement	
  of	
  student	
  &	
  adult	
  
volunteers	
  in	
  other	
  Chapter	
  events	
  &	
  
campaigns	
  

•  More	
  face-­‐/me:	
  Staff-­‐Chapter,	
  or	
  Chapter	
  to	
  
Chapter	
  mentorships	
  

•  Develop	
  on-­‐line	
  &	
  print	
  resources	
  	
  
•  BWTF	
  meets	
  RAP	
  



hjp://www.surfrider.org/blue-­‐water-­‐task-­‐force	
  
	
  




